
Statement on Church Partnerships

We believe that the Church is specially equipped to help carry out the mission of Families4Families, therefore we desire to partner with the local Church first and foremost in our efforts and strategies. 

Families4Famllies Desire in Church Partnership:
· Be Committed to furthering Families4Families’ mission & vision as a faith-based organization.
· Agree to Families4Families’ Statement of Faith & Position on Morality.
· Agree to Support Families

Families4Families Position & Desire for Families:
· Be committed to furthering Families4Families’ mission as a faith-based organization.
· Agree to Families4Families’ Statement of Faith & Position on Morality.
· Faithfully attend and financially support a local church whose beliefs are in agreement with Families4Families’.
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Statement of Faith
Families4Families adheres to the Statement of Faith of the National Association of Evangelicals
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God[footnoteRef:1] [1: (Deuteronomy 4:1-2; Psalm 119:11, 89, 105; Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 22:29; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 3:16)] 

2. We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.[footnoteRef:2]  [2: (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 61:1; Matthew 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 1:35; John 5:21-23; 14:10, 16 Romans 8:9-11; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Hebrews 1:8-10; James 2:19) ] 

3. We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.[footnoteRef:3] [3: (Isaiah 7:14, 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 14:33; 16:16; 28:5-6; Luke 22:70; 24:46-47; John 1:1, 14; 10:30; 11:25-27; 17:1-5; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 8:1-3; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; Gal 4:4-5; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15; 2:9)] 

4. We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful people, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.[footnoteRef:4] [4: (Isaiah 1:18; 53:5-6; 55:7; Matthew 1:21; 27:22-66; 28:1-6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:12; 3:16, 36; 5:24; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 16:30-31; Romans 1:16-18; 3:23-25; 1 Corinthians 1:18; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 2:12-13; Hebrews 9:24-28; Revelation 3:20)  ] 

5. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by who’s indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life.[footnoteRef:5]  [5: (Genesis 1:2; Psalm 51:11; 139:7 ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Mark 1:10; Luke 1:35; 4:1; 11:13; 12:12; John 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 13:2; Romans 8:9-11, 14-16; 26-27; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 1:13-14; 2 Peter 1:2; Revelation 22:17) ] 

6. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation.[footnoteRef:6] [6: (1 Corinthians 15:12-58; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Hebrews 6:2; Revelation 20:4-6; Revelation 20:11-15) ] 

7. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:7]  [7: (Matthew 16:18-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-47; 5:11-14; 13:1-3; 14:23; 16:5; 20:28; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 5:22-32; 1 Timothy 4:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 21:2-3) ] 

Final Authority for Matters of Belief and Conduct
The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of Families4Families’ faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our board of directors is Families4Families’ final interpretive authority on the Bible’s application.[footnoteRef:8] [8: (Isaiah 1:18; 53:5-6; 55:7; Matthew 1:21; 27:22-66; 28:1-6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:12; 3:16, 36; 5:24; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 16:30-31; Romans 1:16-18; 3:23-25; 1 Corinthians 1:18; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 2:12-13; Hebrews 9:24-28; Revelation 3:20)  ] 





Position on Morality
In the best interest of children regarding morality and role modeling, there are additional ethical principles to which Families4Families Foster Care and its employees & volunteers must agree to uphold.  We believe this provides the foundation for the values which to communicate to the children and young people entrusted to our care.
1. We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning and that marriage is sanctioned by God which joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union.[footnoteRef:9]  [9: (Gen. 2:18-25; 1 Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4)] 


2. We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, co-habitation or use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God.[footnoteRef:10]  [10: (Matt. 15:18-20; Romans 1:19-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-10) ] 


3. We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect and dignity.  Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of the church.[footnoteRef:11]  [11: (Gen. 1:26-27) ] 
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